
Railton

Copdock and Washbrook Preliminary
Highways Scheme

FIRST DRAFT

Railton TPC Ltd
41 York Road
Newbury
Berkshire RG14 7NJ
T.  07500 557255
E.  brbamber@hotmail.com

Railton TPC Ltd ref: Copdock and Washbrook 01A
Planning Authority Ref: N/A
Author: Bruce Bamber BSc MA MSc CMILT MCIHT
Date: 19/12/2019

mailto:brbamber@hotmail.com


Railton

Table of Contents
Table of Contents...................................................................................................................2

1. Introduction......................................................................................................................1

2. Existing Issues................................................................................................................2

3. Objectives........................................................................................................................3

4. Proposed Works..............................................................................................................4

Drawing 6396-01 (north-east of Roman Road)...................................................................4

Drawing 6396-002 (from Best Western Hotel to Proposed Development)..........................5

Drawing 6396-003 (from Proposed Development to Garage).............................................6

Drawing 6396-004 (north-east of Garage)..........................................................................7

5. Cost Estimate..................................................................................................................8

6. Next Steps.......................................................................................................................9

7. Summary and Conclusion.............................................................................................10

 

Appendices
Appendix 1: Cost Estimate

Drawings
6396-001: Preliminary Design (London Road to north of Bungalows)

6396-002: Preliminary Design (Best Western Hotel to north of Housing 
Development Site)

6396-003: Preliminary Design (North of Housing Development Site to north of 
Garage)

6396-004: Preliminary Design (North of Garage to Chapel Lane)



1. INTRODUCTION

1.

1.1 Railton TPC Ltd is instructed by Copdock and Washbrook Parish Council to prepare a 

preliminary design of potential highway works to the section of the former A12 that 

passes through the Parish.  It is intended that the work provide input to the Copdock 

and Washbrook Neighbourhood Plan and as such inform future decisions regarding 

transport investment in the area either associated with new development or funded 

from other sources.

1.2 The work is informed by discussions with representatives of the Parish Council and in 

particular, a site visit and meeting undertaken on 04 November 2019.

1.3 The study area comprises London Road from the Roman Road junction in the south to

the point where London Road is blocked to vehicular traffic north of the Chapel Lane 

junction.

1.4 At this stage there has been no work to establish the possible locations of buried 

services that may constrain the works.  New areas of landscaping have been limited to

areas that are currently carriageway in order to minimise the risk of conflict with 

underground utilities.

1.5 The work is undertaken on the assumption that there will be no significant change in 

the extent of highway maintainable at the public’s expense.  There may be more 

radical proposals that seek to secure sections of what is currently highway land and 

use them for other purposes, but such proposals do not form part of the study brief.

1.6 The extent of works seeks to strike a balance between the achievement of 

demonstrable benefits for the local community and keeping within a budget that could 

realistically be met by contributions from local developments or modest additional 

funding from other sources.

1.7 The work focuses on those areas where conflict between vehicles and other highway 

users is greatest (at the south-western end of London Road and in the vicinity of 

Copdock and Washbrook villages).  There is a 1.25km section of London Road 

between these two areas where an overall approach is described that seeks to reduce 

vehicle speeds and enhance pedestrian crossing facilities although no design details 

are provided.  It is expected that measures for this area will be the subject of more 

detailed assessments.



2. EXISTING ISSUES

2.1 The following key transport issues have been identified in discussions with the Parish 

Council:

 The existing dual carriageway constitutes a barrier to pedestrian movement, in 

particular between the village of Washbrook and a number of village facilities located 

on the opposite side of London Road;

 The dual carriageway encourages some drivers to travel at excessive speeds with 

adverse safety and environmental implications;

 The route, being relatively unconstrained, provides a rat-run for some drivers seeking

to avoid delays at the A12/A14 roundabout junction to the east of Washbrook;

 The uniformity of the existing road provides little or no ‘sense of place’ in those areas 

where residential development and pedestrian movement is concentrated;

 The existing dual carriageway deters movement on foot and by bicycle;

 The current speed limit along most of London Road (50mph) makes it impossible for 

the Parish Council to take any responsibility for maintaining the existing central 

verges.



3. OBJECTIVES

3.1 On the basis of the prevailing concerns relating to the existing London Road, the work 

seeks to achieve the following main objectives:

1. Improve pedestrian crossing facilities, particularly between Washbrook village and 

facilities on the opposite side of London Road;

2. Improve provision for cyclists along and across London Road;

3. Reconfigure the highway to allow the maximum speed limit along this section of 

London Road to be reduced from 50mph to 40mph and 30mph through Washbrook;

4. Provide opportunities to enhance landscaping to establish a stronger sense of place

where in those areas where development and pedestrian movement is 

concentrated.



4. PROPOSED WORKS

4.1 The proposed works are shown on Drawings 6396-01 to 6396-04 attached.  These 

show sections of London Road moving from south-west to north-east.  The proposed 

works are described below.

Drawing 6396-01 (north-east of Roman Road) 

4.2 The London Road/Roman Road junction is currently lit.  No alteration to the lighting is 

proposed.

4.3 The speed limit currently changes from the national speed limit south-east of the 

Roman Road junction to 50mph on London Road travelling north-west and then north-

east.  It is proposed that this speed limit on this section of London Road be reduced to 

40mph.

4.4 The existing dual carriageway north-east of the Roman Road junction is proposed to 

be reduced to a single lane in each direction through a combination of white line 

hatching, build-outs and the provision or retention of right turning lanes for those 

turning into Roman Road, Folly Lane and the transport café.

4.5 The existing breaks in the central reservation at Folly Lane/transport café and further 

to the north-east are proposed to be retained to maintain the current level of access to 

and from roadside properties and junctions.

4.6 Two designated but uncontrolled pedestrian crossings are proposed south-west and 

north-east of Folly Lane to facilitate pedestrian movement between dwellings, the café,

bus stops and other rights of way.  The pedestrian crossings will incorporate kerbed 

build-outs that will physically restrict the width of the carriageway and provide added 

protection for pedestrians.  

4.7 It is proposed to remove the existing bus lay-bys on both sides of London Road to 

provide greater priority for buses and to physically constrain the free-flow of traffic.  

This will provide an opportunity to construct a bus shelter on both sides of the road ( a 

shelter is currently only provided on the south-eastern side).

4.8 It is proposed to provide a further physical build-out on both sides of the central 

reservation to the north-east of Folly Lane to allow some additional landscaping.  

Landscaping is shown to be limited to areas that are currently carriageway to minimise

the risk of conflict with underground services that are present within the central reserve

in some areas.



4.9 From the proposed pedestrian crossing north-east of Folly Lane to the Nest Western 

Hotel, a distance of around 1.25km it is proposed to maintain hatching across the off-

side lane in both directions.  It would be possible to retain a short section of dual 

carriageway in each direction to allow a limited opportunity for overtaking.  The 

location of any overtaking section would be subject to more detailed assessment.  It 

may also be desirable to reinforce the hatching with some physical build-outs, ideally 

combined with pedestrian crossing facilities, again subject to more detailed design 

considerations.

Drawing 6396-002 (from Best Western Hotel to Proposed Development)

4.10 From a point south-west of the Best Western Hotel entrance it is proposed to introduce

a new 30mph speed limit that will extend to the north-western end of London Road.  It 

is expected that some form of gateway feature will be introduced south-west of the 

hotel to reinforce the perception of drivers that they are entering a different and more 

sensitive road environment.

4.11 The road will be narrowed to one lane in each direction through a combination of white

line hatching, build-outs and the provision or retention of right turning lanes for those 

turning into roadside properties (including the residential care home north-east of the 

hotel, the access road serving dwellings south-west of Elm Lane, Elm Lane itself, 

Church Lane and the proposed residential development south of Washbrook).  The 

access into the proposed development is shown to be built out so that the give-way 

line is located approximately in the centre of the existing carriageway.

4.12 The existing access road to the south-west of Elm Lane will be blocked off at its Elm 

Lane end and a turning head provided.  This will improve road safety and reconfigure 

the Elm Lane junction to be more consistent with a 30mph road.  The access road to 

the north-east of Elm Lane will be removed to allow better facilities for pedestrians, 

cyclists and bus users.

4.13 Gaps in the central reservation have been maintained so that no existing access 

arrangements are adversely affected.  Indicative road markings are shown at some of 

the gaps in the central reservation to better manage priority working for conflicting 

vehicle movements.

4.14 Most of this area is currently street lit.  No alteration to the existing lighting 

arrangements is proposed as part of the works.



4.15 Several opportunities for additional landscaping are identified in areas where the 

central reserve can be widened using land either side that is no longer designated as 

carriageway.

4.16 A new signal-controlled pedestrian crossing is proposed at a point north-east of Elm 

Lane.  This is located to facilitate pedestrian movements between the new residential 

development (that will also introduce a new pedestrian route to and from Washbrook 

village) and the sporting facilities and village hall on the south-eastern side of London 

Road.  A new 2.0m footway along the south-eastern side of the road between the 

pedestrian crossing and the access to the facilities is proposed.

4.17 National Cycle Network 1 runs between Church Lane and Elm Lane.  It is proposed to 

improve the existing cycle crossing south-west of Church Lane and introduce a new 

3.0m shared footway/cycleway along the north-western side of London Road between 

Elm Lane and the access into the new development.  This would need to be integrated

into the access arrangements for the proposed new development.

4.18 Bus laybys are shown to be removed and some amendments to bus shelter locations 

made to benefit bus passengers and bus services more generally.

Drawing 6396-003 (from Proposed Development to Garage)

4.19 The existing north-east bound carriageway is currently reduced to one lane from a 

point north-east of the proposed development site.  It is proposed to tie in the 

narrowing shown in Drawing 6396-002 with this existing narrowing.

4.20 It is proposed to convert the existing nearside lane on the south-west bound side of the

dual carriageway into a 2-way cycle route separated from south-west bound traffic by a

hatched 1.0m margin and bollards located at 10m intervals.  The location of the cycle 

route on the south-eastern side of London Road minimises conflict between cyclists 

and roadside development and removes the need for cyclists to cross over the Chapel 

Lane junction if travelling to or from the A14 underpass.  A cycle crossing is shown to 

link the south-west extent of the 2-way cycle route to the off-road shared 

pedestrian/cycle facility that runs along the front of the proposed development and 

links to the National Cycle Route.

4.21 There are currently two stepped pedestrian routes on the south-eastern side of London

Road opposite the primary school.  It is proposed to provide a new uncontrolled 

pedestrian crossing close to the more northerly route and introduce a 2.0m footway on 

the south-eastern side of London Road linking the two routes.



4.22 Most of this section of London Road is currently street lit.  No change to the existing 

lighting is proposed.

4.23 Existing gaps in the central reservation will be maintained as at present.

4.24 It is proposed to provide a build-out north-east of the garage to relocate the existing 

bus stop within the single lane.  This will provide an opportunity to introduce a bus 

shelter and some possible landscaping.

Drawing 6396-004 (north-east of Garage)

4.25 The existing road markings on the north-western side of London Road are proposed to

be continued north-east towards the Chapel Lane junction.  The proposed narrowing 

involving the provision of a 2-way cycle route on the south-east side of the carriageway

is proposed to be continued past the Chapel Hill junction to connect with the existing 

route that passes under the A14.

4.26 It is proposed to reconfigure the Chapel Lane junction to rationalise vehicle 

movements, reduce vehicle conflicts and facilitate pedestrian movements along the 

north-west side of London Road.  The existing kerbed island at the Chapel Lane 

junction will be enlarged and provided with dropped kerbs and tactile paving and the 

kerb line on the north-east side of the junction amended to minimise the width of road 

crossed by pedestrians.  Road markings are provided to accommodate vehicles 

wishing to continue north-east on London Road or u-turn and those approaching from 

the north-east section of London Road wishing to turn into Chapel Lane.

4.27 Some opportunity for new landscaping is shown north-east of the junction.

4.28 There are opportunities to improve the quality of the pedestrian and cycle route from 

where London Road is blocked to vehicular traffic northwards under the A14.  This 

area has not been considered as part of this work.  



5. COST ESTIMATE

5.1. A preliminary cost estimate has been prepared for the works shown in the scheme 

drawings.  Assumptions have been made about the works along the section of 

London Road north of the bungalows and south of the Best Western Hotel that are 

not shown on the drawings.

5.2. The cost estimates for each section are attached as Appendix 1 and are 

summarised in the following table:

Table 5.1: Summary of Cost Estimate

Drawing Section
Cost

Estimate

Drg6396-001
from Roman Road junction to N of 
bungalows £142,493

between Drgs 6396-001 and 
6393-002

from bungalows to S of Best Western 
Hotel £74,716

Drg 6396-002
Best Western Hotel to N of 
development site £269,694

Drgs 6396-003 and 6396-004 N of development site £176,153
TOTAL £663,056

5.3. The cost estimates as summarised above do not include any allowance for street 

lighting.  The details of the cost estimates included in Appendix 1 include street 

lighting allowances although these are deducted from the totals shown at the bottom

of the sheets.

5.4. It should be noted that if more than one section of the works are implemented at the 

same time there would be some overall savings.



6. NEXT STEPS

6.1. The proposals have been subject to consultation within the Parish Council [TBC].

6.2. It is recommended that the proposals are submitted to Suffolk County Council 

Highway Authority for comment.

6.3. If the Highway Authority is supportive of the proposals in principle, it is 

recommended that the proposals are subjected to Stage 1 Road Safety Audit.  This 

may lead to some modification of the proposals.

6.4. Once the proposals have gained ‘in principle’ support from the Highway Authority 

and have been subjected to Stage 1 Safety Audit it is expected that the Parish 

Council will adopt the scheme as part of the Neighbourhood Plan [TBC].

6.5. The scheme has been developed with a view to reducing the existing speed limit 

from 50mph to 40mph and to 30mph in the vicinity of Copdock and Washbrook 

villages.  The implementation of the scheme will be dependent on the availability of 

suitable funding.  It is conceivable that insufficient funds will become available in the 

first instance to implement all the proposed measures.  If this is the case, there 

would need to be some further work to identify the most appropriate way to bring 

forward those elements of the scheme that are considered as having highest priority.

6.6. The highways works would either be undertaken by the Highway Authority, or if 

undertaken by other parties, would be subject to S278 Agreement that allows works 

on the highway.  

6.7. The change in speed limit would require a traffic regulation order (TRO) that would 

be subject to consultation.  The consultation would include the police, emergency 

services and bus operators as well as local residents and businesses that are 

potentially affected by the proposed changes.



7. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

7.1. Railton TPC Ltd is instructed by Copdock and Washbrook Parish Council to prepare 

a preliminary design of potential highway works to the section of the former A12 that 

passes through the Parish.  It is intended that the work provide input to the Copdock 

and Washbrook Neighbourhood Plan and as such inform future decisions regarding 

transport investment in the area either associated with new development or funded 

from other sources.

7.2. The work arises from local concerns about the severance caused by the presence of

the dual carriageway between the village of Washbrook and a number of local 

facilities, excessive vehicle speeds, the encouragement of the use of London Road 

and Chapel Lane as a rat-run and the lack of a sense of place distinguishing 

Copdock and Washbrook from the surrounding area.

7.3. The extent of the proposed works seeks to strike a balance between the 

achievement of demonstrable benefits for the local community and keeping within a 

budget that could realistically be met by contributions from local developments or 

modest additional funding from other sources.  It is possible that the works could be 

brought forward in stages if full funding is not forthcoming in the first instance.

7.4. The objectives of the work are to improve pedestrian crossing facilities, improve 

provision more generally for pedestrians and cyclists, physically constrain the width 

of available carriageway to reduce vehicle speeds and provide opportunities for 

landscaping and ‘place-making’ to reinforce drivers’ perception of entering more 

sensitive areas within settlements.

7.5. The proposed works are shown on the attached Drawings 6396-01 to 6396-04 

attached that show sections of London Road moving from south-west to north-east.

7.6. A preliminary estimate of costs is around £660,000.  This does not include any 

allowance for any change in street lighting.

7.7. It is recommended that the proposals are submitted to the Highway Authority for ‘in 

principle’ support’.  If  the Highway Authority is supportive of the proposals, it is 

recommended that the proposals are subjected to Stage 1 Road Safety Audit.

7.8. The proposed changes in speed limit will require traffic regulation orders (TROs).  

These would be subject to consultation with affected parties, the police, emergency 

services and bus operators.  
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